


The European Rapid and Blitz Chess Championship took place in Warsaw for the ninth time in a
row. This great event has been strongly supported by the titular sponsor, MetLife Amplico, and
also by the local government, especially by Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz – the President of the city
of Warsaw. The whole event was efficiently organized by the Gen. Kazimierz Sosnkowski Chess
Foundation in cooperation with the Polish Chess Federation, under the auspices of the European

Chess Union.

European 
Rapid and Blitz Chess

Championship
Warsaw 2013  

Medallists of the ERCC: 
Tigran Petrosjan (bronze medal), 
Richard Rapport (gold medal),
Vladimir Malakhov (silver
medal), the best woman in both
tournaments Monika Soćko 
and medallist of the EBCC: 
Bartosz Soćko (bronze medal),
Vladislav Tkachiev (silver medal),
Antono Korobov (gold medal).



Opening ceremony of the ERCC: 

Mr. Tomasz Sielicki – deputy president of the ECU,

Mr. Tomasz Delega – president of the PCF, 

Mrs. Agnieszka Fornal Urban – ERCC & EBCC deputy

director, 

Mr. Jan Macieja – president of the Board 

of Founders in Gen. Kazimierz Sosnkowski Chess

Foundation,

Mrs. Agnieszka Brustman – deputy of the main ar-

biter,

Mrs. Maria Macieja – ERCC & EBCC director, 

Mr. Piotr Twardokęs – director in MetLife Amplico,

translators: im Stanisław Zawadzki 

and gm Michał Krasenkow

14-15th of December 2013, 

The Palace of Culture and Science, 

Warsaw, Poland



European Blitz Chess Championship 2013 – Warsaw, Poland

EachyearhundredsofchessplayersfromthewholeEuropedecidetospendtheirlastweekendbeforeChristmas

inWarsawtotakepartintheinternationalchessfestivalcontainingtheEuropeanRapidandBlitzChampionship.

PlentyofworldclassplayersconsidertheWarsawfestivalasanobligatorypointintheirsportschedules,just

tomentionthatthePolishcapitalhostedtheEuropeanRapidandBlitzchampionshipforthe9th timeinarow.

BothtournamentstookplaceinthePalaceofCultureandScience,whichissituatedtheveryheartofWarsaw.

Theblitztournamentconsistingof11doubleroundsgathered437players,amongthem39withtheGrandmaster

title.Thefightforthefinalvictorywasverytough,andthemedalsweredecidedinthelastgame.Thegoldmedal

wenttoGMAntonKorobovofUkraine,whogained18,5pointsin22games.Interestingly,helostpointsonlyinhis

gamesagainstPolishplayersashelost1,5-0,5toGMRadoslawWojtaszekandscoreddraws1-1againstGMBartosz

SockoandGMMichałOlszewski.ThesilvermedalwaswonbyGMVladislavTkachievofFrance,whichmeans

aprogressforthisplayeraslastyearhewonabronze.ThisyearthebronzemedalwenttoGMBartoszSocko

fromPoland,whodefeatedGMDreevinthelastround. 

Socko'swife– GMMonikafinishedfirstinthewomen'sclassificationwith14points,overtakingWGMIrinaSudakova

ofRussiaandWGMKarinaSzczepkowska-Horowska. 

Thechampionshipprovedthatthechessgamedoesn'thaveanylimitsandisagameforeveryoneregardless

theirculture,nationalityorage. 

Asaproofwewilljustmentionthatinthe7th rounda9-year-oldDavidNessofNorwaydefeated1,5-0,5a76-year-old

BronislavJefimow.

Results:
1. AntonKorobov 18,5 UKR

2. VladislavTkachiev 17,0 FRA

3. BartoszSocko 17,0 POL

4. RichardRapport 16,5 HUN

5. DaniilDubov 16,5 RUS

6. GabrielSargissian 16,5 ARM

Women:
1. MonikaSocko 14,0 POL

2. IrinaSudakova 13,5 RUS

3. KarinaSzczepkowska-Horowska 13,0 POL



European Rapid Chess Championship 2013 – Warsaw, Poland

TheEuropeanRapidChessChampionshiptookplaceinWarsawforthe9th timeinarowasapartoftheMetLife

AmplicoInternationalChessFestival.Everyonewhohascompetedinthiseventatleastoncecanconfirmthat

itisverytoughandchallengingforallplayers.Therearealotofparticipants,plentyofstrongplayersandonly

11roundssoeachpointlossshrinkschancesforthedesiredmedal.Therefore,this2-dayeventrequiresnot

onlyextraordinarychessskillsbutalsophysicalstrength.Thisyear'seditionofthetournamentgathered42

Grandmastersand602playerswithinternationalFIDEratings.Astrongcompetitionbuttherecanbeonlyonewinner.

Surprisingly,thegoldmedalwenttoRichardRapport,justa17-year-oldGrandmasterfromHungarywho,notfor

thefirsttime,provedtobeoneofthegreatestyoungtalentsintheworld.Rapportwasleadingafterthefirstday,

beingtheonlyonetowinall7games.TheHungariandidnotloseasinglegameandmanagedtooutplaysuch

strongGrandmastersasWojtaszekandKorobovwithblackpiecesinaveryconvincingway.Weshouldcertainly

rememberthisnameasitismorethanprobablethatRapportwilljointheworldelitewithinafewyears.Thesilver

medalwaswonbyVladimirMalakhovofRussia,whoalsogained9,5pointsbutwasclassifiedinthe2nd place

duetotheloweraverageratingofhisopponents.ThebronzemedalwastakenbyTigranPetrosianofArmenia,

whoalsoscored9,5pointswinninghislast5games.However,hehadtofacemuchweakeropponentsthan

RapportandMalakhovandthereforewasonly3rd,regardlessthefantasticresult.Hiscaseshowshowupsetting

pointlossesinthefirsthalfofthetournamentmightbe.

ThebestPolishplayer–BartoszSockowasclassifiedinthe7th place.Thebestwomanplayerwashiswife,GMMonika

Sockowith8pointsandthe38th placeinthegeneralclassification.

Thisyear'seditionoftheEuropeanBlitzandRapidChessChampionshipwasthelastoneheldinWarsaw.

Results:
1. RichardRapport 9,5 HUN

2. VladimirMalakhov 9,5 RUS

3. TigranPetrosian 9,5 ARM

4. AlexanderMoiseenko 9,0 UKR

5. AntonKorobov 9,0 UKR

6. BaadurJobava 9,0 GEO

Women:
1. MonikaSocko 8,0 POL

2. KarinaSzczepkowska-Horowska 8,0 POL

3. AleksandraLach 7,5 POL



Thewholefestivalcouldnotbeorganizedwithoutthehelpofmanypeopleandthesupportofsponsors–notonly

MetLifeAmplico,butalsotheCityOfficeofWarsaw,theMarshal'sOfficeoftheMazovianVoivodeship,theMinistry

ofSportandTourism,IBMPolskaSp.zo.o.;ATMS.A.andChessBase

All players U-14 became extra souvenirs from Central District of Warsaw.



Interview with Richard Rapport, 
chess prodigy and the winner of Rapid tournament

Stanislaw Zawadzki –Congratulationsonwinningthetournament!Youwereasoleleaderafterthefirstday
–didyoufeelanypressureinthesecircumstancesorwereyoujustplayingasusual,tryingtoplaythebestgames?

Richard Rapport –Ok,7outof7isaveryluckytostartwith,butIjustwantedtowineverygame.Imadesome
drawsbecauseofopponents'play,buttriedtowineachgame.

SZ–Whichgameofthistournamentdidyoulikethemost?WinsagainstKorobov,Wojtaszekorsomethingelse?

RR–AgainstKorobovIplayedaverysharpopening–whiteprobablyshouldbeabletodefendhimself,butin

arapidtournamentitisverydifficulttoplaycorrectly.AgainstWojtaszekIwasworseaftertheopeningandwas

luckytoturnthegamearound.Soyes,probablythegameagainstKorobovwasmybestinthistournament.

SZ–It'syoursecondtournamentinWarsaw.Howdoyoulikethecityandthetournamentshere?

RR–Ilikeboththeplaceandthetournament.Ok,Ihadsomepersonal,non-relatedissueswiththecityandthecity

nowowedmeafavour(laugh)

SZ–NextyearthetournamentwillbemovedtoanothercityinPoland.Willyouplaythere?

RR–Yes,probablyIwillplaythere,too.

SZ–Andwhatareyourplansfortheyear2014?

RR–ProbablyI'llplaytheWijkAanZeeAtournament,thenmaybeI'llplayinGibraltarandReykjavik

SZ–Thanksalotfortheconversationandwewishyouluckatthesetournaments.

Interview with the best polish player in both tournaments: GM Bartosz Socko

Stanislaw Zawadzki –I'llstartwiththequestionthatmanychesssupportersareeagertoask.Isitbettertoplay
chesswithorwithoutyourfamily?(not only his wife, GM Monika Socko, but also his children – Weronika, Szymon and

Julia – took part in the festival)

Bartosz Socko –Definitelywithmyfamily!It'smorepleasure,thekidsarearoundallthetimeandyoucan
smileevenafterabadgame.

SZ–Doesitaffectyourresults?

BS–Notreally.IfI'minagoodformImakeagoodscorenomatterwhat.

SZ–Whileplayingareyoumoreconcernedaboutyourwife'soryourchildren'spositions?

BS–RatheraboutMonika's.Ourchildrentreatchessasfunandwedon'texpectthemtobindtheirfuturetothisgame.

SZ–Goingbacktoresults.Youwonthreemedalsin2013–agoldinthePolishChampionship,agoldinthePolish

TeamChampionship,andabronzenow.Doyouconsiderthisyearagoodforyourcareer?

BS–Definitely!IwonalotofrapidtournamentsandastrongopeninRiga.CombinedwiththePolishChampionship,

itwasagoodyear.

SZ–Andwhatareyourplansfor2014?

BS–FirstofallI'mgoingMoscowOpentogetherwithGMMateuszBartel,thenI'llbedefendingmytitleinthe

PolishChampionship.

SZ-Goodluckthenintherapidtournamentandinfutureevents!


